1 ^ providing configuration services to one or more remote devices of said network if 

^^^^ sa ^ l° ca ^ device hJs a higher priority than said remote device; and 

operating tlje local device as a client device to said remote device if said remote 



device has a higher priority than said local device. 




(Ame: 



configuration servi 
automatical 



nded) The method defined in claim 1, wherein said providing 




es compnses: 

ly determining a first network address; 
automatically assigning a second network address; 
automatically assigning a network name; 

automatically correlating said first network address, said second network address, 
andlsaid network name; and 
recording said correlated first network address, said correlated second network address 
and said correlated network name in a table. 



4\ 



6. (A nended) The method defined in claim 2, wherein said network name is 



suggested by said 



local device. 



0 period of time is varie i so as to prevent race conditions 



ded) The method defined in claim 1 , wherein said predetermined 



automatically assigning a network name to said local device; 

automatically ! applying user and group information across said network; and 

automatically determining service capability of said local device including 
whether said local de /ice is capable of providing configuration services to one or more 
remote devices of said network; 

providing cor figuration services to one or more devices of said network if 
configuration servic< s are not provided by a network device having a higher priority than 
said local device; ar d 

operating as a client device to a remote device if said remote device has a higher 
priority than said lo&al device. 



\ 



detecting when 
sending a first 
device 



13. (Amenc ed) The method defined in claim 12, wherein supplying user and 

group informal on comprises: 

said local device is connected to said network; 

i lser and group list to said local device in response to said local 

connecting to said network; 

said local device comparing said first user and group list with a second user and 

group list resident on said local device; and 

said local devi :e determining whether said first user and group list or said second 

user and group list is more recent; 

receiving a mc re recent user and group list from said local device; 

updating said lser and group information to reflect said more recent user and 

group ist; and 
\ 
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propagating said updated user and group information throughout said network. 

jT ' 

18. (Amended) The method defined claim 12, wherein said network name is 
suggested by saia local device. 



^1 



21. (Amended) A network comprising: 



w 

* cmtr 



Q a fi rst device coupled to said network, said first device configured to 

automatically 

request i. first network address; 

receive £ first network address from a second device coupled to said 
network; 

provide a network configuration if said first network address is not 
received from sa|d second device; 



determine 
received from sai 



second priority le 
operate as 
higher priority thai 



its priority level on said network if said first network address is 
second device; 



provide sz id network configuration if said priority level is higher than a 



el of said second device; and 

a client device to said remote device if said remote device has a 
said device. 




<^ ^ ' 26. (Amended) A network comprising: 



a first devicelconfigured to 

assign an address to a second device on said network; 
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